LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS
VYRIAUSYBES KANCELIARIJA

2019-04-08 Nr.G-3858

TARPTAUTINE KOMISIJA NACIU IR SOVIETINIO OKUPACINIU REZIMU
NUSIKALTIMAMS LIETUVOJE IVERTINTI

Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidentei 2019-04-08
Jos Ekscelencijai
Daliai Grybauskaitei

Gerbiamam Lietuvos Ministrui
Pirmininkui
Sauliui Skverneliui

VIESAS PAREISKIMAS DEL LIETUVOS VYRIAUSYBES PLANU PERIMTI
TARPTAUTINES KOMISIJOS NEPRIKLAUSOMO SEKRETORIATO FUNKCIJAS IR
PANAIKINTI S] SEKRETORIATA PRIE TARPTAUTINES KOMISIJOS NACIUY IR
SOVIETINIO OKUPACINIUY REZIMU NUSIKALTIMAMS LIETUVOJE [VERTINTI

Mes kreipiamés j Jus dél nerimg ir rapestj kelianéiy Lietuvos Vyriausybés plany
panaikinti Tarptautinés komisijos naciy ir sovietinio okupaciniy reZimy nusikaltimams Lietuvoje
jvertinti sekretoriatg ir perduoti minéto Sekretoriato funkcijas Lietuvos Respublikos Vyriausybés
Kanceliarijai. Tarptautiné bendruomené mano, kad Komisijos ir jos sekretoriato darbas yra svarbus
veiksnys demokratizacijos procese ir Lietuvos Respublikos noras priimti ir susitaikyti su savo
istorija, ypa¢ dél holokausto ir sovietinés okupacijos. Nuo pat jkirimo pradzios Komisija padéjo
tirti ir pristatyti tarptautiniu mastu Lietuvos istoring patirtj. Komisijos darbas yra svarbus ugdant
suvokima apie naciy ir sovietinio totalitarinio rezimy aukas bei pagarba jy likimui, kuriant
demokratines normas ir dialogo bei tarpusavio supratimo kultiira.

Esminé iSankstiné salyga, kad Komisijos nariai dalyvauty Komisijos darbe, buvo ir vis
dar yra nepriklausomybé ir laisvé nuo bet kokio kidimosi j Komisijos akademinj darbg i$
Vyriausybés ar kity politiniy institucijy, neZirint j jokias prieZastis. Nuo Komisijos jkiirimo
Lietuvos Respublikos Vyriausybé gerbé ir laikeési $io principo ir tai buvo viena i§ pagrindiniy
Komisijos sékmés ir tarptautinio jos darbo pripaZinimo priezasCiy. Sis nepriklausomumo ir
nesiki§imo principas buvo taikomas tiek Komisijai, tiek ir jos Sekretoriatui.

Komisijos pagrindg sudaro savanoriska jos nariy veikla, kurie yra tarptautiniu mastu
pripaZinti ekspertai savo srityje. Komisijos veikla negaléjo bati vykdoma be administracijos, t.y.
Sekretoriato. Nepaisant to, kad Komisijos veiklos finansavimo lygis yra akivaizdziai neadekvatus
Europos Sajungos valstybei narei, Sekretoriatas sugebéjo vykdyti pagrindines savo funkcijas. Mes,
Komisijos nariai, labai vertiname Sekretoriato darba, organizuojant mokslinius tyrimus ir
iniciatyvas $vietimo srityje. Siuo atzvilgiu svarbu yra paminéti Tolerancijos ugdymo centry tinklo
sukirima ir veiksminga jo koordinavima (teigiama tokios informacijos sklaidos pavyzd}),
kasmetinius mokytojy edukacijos seminarus, rengiamus bendradarbiaujant su Yad Vashem,



akademines konferencijas ir daugybe kity vie$y veikly, kurios skirtos totalitariniy rezimy aukoms
paminéti, plétoti parama demokratijai ir skatinti atvirumg bei tolerancija.

AtsiZvelgiant j auksCiau pateikta informacijg, Vyriausybés ketinimas panaikinti
Komisijos Sekretoriat ir perduoti jo funkcijas paciai Vyriausybei be konsultacijy su Komisija kelia
didelj nerimg jos vadovams ir nariams. Tarptautiné bendruomeneé tai jvardys, kaip nusigreZimg nuo
Komisijos nepriklausomumo ir laisvo tyrimo principo, kaip tiesioginj Vyriausybés kiSimasi ir
istorijos politizavimg. Tuo Komisijos darbas ir baigsis, o §is faktas bus panaudojamas visy jos
ankstesniy darby ir pasiekimy kvestionavimui. Mes nuoggstaujame, kad tai turés labai neigiamg
poveikj Lietuvos jvaizdziui.

Ankstesniame oficialiame kreipimesi, kurj pasira§¢ Tarptautinés komisijos naciy ir
sovietinio okupaciniy rezimy nusikaltimams Lietuvoje jvertinti pirmininkas Emanuelis Zingeris,
Naciy okupacinio rezimo ir holokausto nusikaltimy vertinimo pakomiteio pirmininkas prof.
Saulius Suziedélis ir Soviety okupacinio rezimo ir holokausto nusikaltimy vertinimo pakomitecio
pirmininkas dr. Arvydas AnuSauskas, jau buvo iSreik$tas susiripinimas dél Vyriausybés
neapgalvoty veiksmy. Vyriausybé net nesiteiké atsakyti j $iuos svarbius klausimus. PaZzymétina, kad
planus panaikinti Sekretoriatg neigiamai jvertino Lietuvos Respublikos UZsienio reikaly ministerija,
dalis pedagogy bendruomengs, pilietinés visuomenés atstovai bei Lietuvos mokykly direktoriai.

LR Vyriausybei jgyvendinus planus panaikinti Sekretoriata, Komisija nematys
galimybiy vykdyti 2012 m. spalio 16 d. Prezidento jsako. Apgailestaujame, kad turime svarstyti
atsistatydinima, taciau manome, kad turime imtis veiksmy apginti savo reputacija, saviraiskos laisve
ir akademinio nepriklausomumo principus.

TODEL MES PAREISKIAME:

KOMISIJA IN CORPORE ATSISTATYDINA, JEI LIETUVOS VYRIAUSYBE PRIIMS
SPRENDIMA NAIKINTI KOMISIJOS SEKRETORIATA IR PERDUOTI JO FUNKCIJAS
VYRIAUSYBES KANCELIARIJAL

Emanuelis Zingeris, Tarptautinés komisijos naciy ir sovietinio okupaciniy reZimy nusikaltimams
Lietuvoje jvertinti pirmininkas

Prof. Saulius SuZiedélis, Naciy okupacinio reZzimo ir holokausto nusikaltimy vertinimo pakomite¢io
pirmininkas

Dr. Arvydas AnuSauskas, Tarptautinés komisijos naciy ir sovietinio okupaciniy rezimy
nusikaltimams Lietuvoje jvertinti Soviety okupacinio rezimo ir holokausto nusikaltimy vertinimo
pakomitecio pirmininkas

Rabinas Andrew Baker, Amerikos Zydy komiteto Tarptautiniy zydy reikaly direktorius,
Vasingtonas, JAV

Dr. Jonathan Brent, YIVO Zydy moksliniy tyrimy instituto vykdomasis direktorius, JAV

Dr. Christoph Dieckmann, Berno universitetas, Sveicarija

Dr. Algirdas Jakub¢ionis, Vilniaus Universitetas, Lietuva

Prof. dr. Sariinas Liekis, Vytauto DidZiojo universitetas, Lietuva

Dr. Jiirgen Matthius, Jungtiniy Valstijy Holokausto memorialinio muziejaus Jacko, Josepho ir
Mortono Madeliy vardo holokausto tyrimy centro direktorius, JAV

Prof. Norman M. Naimark, Stanfordo universitetas, JAV

Dr. Alvydas NikZentaitis, Lietuvos istorijos institutas

Prof. emeritas dr. Antony Polansky, Brandeiso universitetas, JAV

Prof. emeritas dr. Dina Porat, Tel Avivo universitetas, Izraelis

Prof. dr. Timothy Snyder, Jeilio universitetas, JAV



Prof. dr. Joachim Tauber, Hamburgo universiteto Siaurés ryty instituto direktorius, Vokietija
Dr. Arkadi Zeltser, Holokausto atminimo centras Yad Vashem, Izraelis



THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE EVALUATION OF THE CRIMES OF
THE NAZI AND SOVIET OCCUPATION REGIMES IN LITHUANIA

To Her Excellency the President of the Republic of Lithuania 2019-04-08
Dalia Grybauskaité

To The Most Honorable Prime Minister of Lithuania
Saulius Skvernelis

PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE PLANS OF THE LITHUANIAN GOVERNMENT TO
ASSUME THE FUNCTIONS OF AND LIQUIDATE THE INDEPENDENT SECRETARIAT
OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE EVALUATION OF THE CRIMES
OF THE NAZI AND SOVIET OCCUPATION REGIMES IN LITHUANIA

We address you about the disturbing and worrying plans of the Lithuanian
Government to abolish the Secretariat of the International Commission for the Evaluation of the
Crimes of the Nazi and Soviet Occupation Regimes in Lithuania and to transfer the functions of the
said Secretariat to the Chancellery of the Lithuanian Government.

The international community sees the work of the Commission and its Secretariat as
an important factor in the process of democratization and the willingness of the Republic of
Lithuania to come to terms with its history, especially of the Holocaust and Soviet occupation.
From its inception the Commission has helped to research and to present internationally Lithuania‘s
historical experience. The Commission‘s work is important in raising awareness of, and respect for,
the victims of the Nazi and Soviet totalitarian regimes, the development of democratic norms, and a
culture of dialogue and understanding.

The essential precondition for the Commission members to participate in the work of
the Commission was, and still is, independence and freedom from any interference in the
Commission‘s academic work from the Government or other political bodies, regardless of the
reasons. Since the establishment of the Commission, the Government of the Republic of Lithuania
has respected this principal and it was one of the major reasons for the success of the Commission
and international recognition of its work. This principal of independence and non-interference was
applied both to the Commission and its Secretariat.

The Commission is based on the voluntary contribution of its members who are
internationally respected experts in their fields. The Commission‘s work could not be performed
without the administration, that is, the Secretariat. Despite the fact that the level of financing of the
Commission‘s activities is clearly inadequate for a member state of the European Union, the
Secretariat managed to fulfill its main functions. We in the Commission very much appreciate the
work of the Secretariat in organizing academic research and initiatives in the field of education. In
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this regard it is important to mention the establishment and efficient coordination of the network of
Tolerance Education Centers (a positive example of such outreach), the annual teacher-training
seminars with Yad Vashem, the academic conferences, and the numerous other public activities
which commemorate the victims of totalitarian regimes, build support for democracy, and
encourage openness and tolerance.

Taking into consideration the information outlined above, the intention of the
Government to liquidate the Secretariat of the Commission and transfer its functions to the
Government itself without any consultations with the Commission is extremely worrying to its
leadership and members. The international community will see this as turning back from the
Commission’s principle of independence and unfettered research, as direct interference by the
Government, and as the politicization of history. This will end the work of the Commission and this
fact will be used to question all of its previous work and achievements. We fear that this will have
a very negative impact on the image of Lithuania.

Previously, the concerns over the ill-advised actions of the Government have been
expressed in an official letter of the Chairman of the Commission, Emanuelis Zingeris, the
Chairman of the Sub-commission for Evaluation of the Crimes of the Nazi Occupation Regime and
the Holocaust, Prof. Saulius Suziedelis, and the Chairman of the Sub-commission for the
Evaluation of the Crimes of the Soviet Occupation Regime, Dr. Arvydas AnuSauskas. The
Government did not even deign to answer these concerns. We should draw attention to the fact that
plans to abolish the Secretariat are negatively evaluated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Lithuania, many educators, members of civil society, as well as the directors of
Lithuanian schools.

If the Lithuanian Government proceeds in its plans to liquidate the Secretariat, the
Commission does not see how it can function in accordance with the mandate outlined in the
President’s decree of 16 October 2012. We regret that we have to consider resignation but believe
we must act in defense of our reputation, freedom of expression, and the principles of academic
independence.

THEREFORE, WE STATE:

THE COMMISSION IN CORPORE RESIGNS IF THE LITHUANIAN GOVERMENT TAKES
THE DECISION TO ABOLISH THE SECRETARIAT OF THE COMMISSION AND
TRANSFERS ITS FUNCTIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT’S CHANCELLERY

Emanuelis Zingeris, Chairman of the International Commission for the Evaluation of the Crimes of
the Nazi and Soviet Occupation Regimes in Lithuania

Prof. Saulius Suziedélis, Chairman of the Sub-commission for Evaluation of the Crimes of the Nazi
Occupation Regime and the Holocaust

Dr. Arvydas AnuSauskas, Chairman of the Sub-commission for the Evaluation of the Crimes of the
Soviet Occupation Regime

Members of the International Commission for the Evaluation of the Crimes of the Nazi and Soviet
Occupation Regimes in Lithuania:

Rabbi Andrew Baker, Director of International Jewish Affairs, American Jewish Committee,
Washington, DC, USA
Dr. Jonathan Brent, Executive Director/CEQO, The YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, USA



Dr. Christoph Dieckmann, University of Bern, Switzerland.

Dr. Algirdas Jakub¢ionis, Vilnius University, Lithuania

Prof. Dr. Sariinas Liekis, Vyatutas Magnus University, Lithuania

Dr. Jiirgen Matthéus, Director, Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust
Studies, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, USA

Prof. Norman M. Naimark, Stanford University, USA

Dr. Alvydas NikZentaitis, The Lithuanian Institute of History

Prof. emeritus Dr. Antony Polonsky, Brandeis university, USA

Prof. emeritus Dr. Dina Porat, Tel Aviv University, Israel

Prof. Dr. Timothy Snyder, Yale University, USA

Prof. Dr. Joachim Tauber, Director of the North-East-Institute at the University of Hamburg,
Germany

Dr. Arkadi Zeltser, Yad Vashem - The World Holocaust Remembrance Center, Israel



