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	EXTENSION OF THE EUROPEAN COOPERATING STATE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA AND ESA




Dear Mr. Johann-Dietrich Wörner,

Let me take this opportunity to thank for your letter No DG/289 dated 23/07/2020. In this connection, let me emphasise that Lithuania’s 5-year period of participation in the European Space Agency’s (ESA) Plan for European Cooperating State (PECS) has revealed the great potential of Lithuanian entities to contribute to the space economy and helped strengthen the sector further. Lithuanian entities implement 34 projects for more than EUR 5.5 million from five ESA calls. This shows that Lithuania’s space sector has outgrown the PECS programme and the country could be involved in ESA activities even more.

In this light, I would like to reiterate Lithuania’s readiness to become an Associated Member State of ESA. Currently, internal national procedures of the coordination of the draft agreement have started which we intend to finalize in the forthcoming months.

Taking into consideration the above mentioned situation and delays due to Covid-19-related circumstances as well as the time needed for the preparation and consideration of Lithuania’s request, I have the honour to accept your kind proposal of an extension of the duration of the present European Cooperating State status in its current form until 27 September 2021.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.


Yours sincerely,

Minister								Rimantas Sinkevičius
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